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1, The Intention, of the Rehearfal to have left off here. Some Work he has 


not yet Finifhed. 


 g, Rebellion a Witch-Craft. Turn’d by the Whiggs upon God! 


A lower Notion of Witch-Craft, asit is Extreme Folly. 
i. Apply’d to the People in Cafe of Rebellion, 
s. Their Notion of Changing K#xgs for the Better. 


6. Good Kjngs give Offence too. 


They are moft Mis-Reprefented, and Worft Us'd. 
f The Difference betwixt Kags not Worth Rebelling fot. . 


g It may Affect long Pofterity. 





— _ 


WEDNESDAY, April 16. 1707. 








(1-) Rehearfal. Ere I thought to have 

Ended my Wearifom 

Task, having Waded 
through fo much Dsrt (which was Unavoid- 
able) to Gain that Good I propos’d, which 
Thope I have in fome meafure Effected, in 
Setling of Sound Principles both as to Church 
and State, and DeteCting the Fallacie of thofe 
Pretences which have more than once Ruin’d 
this Church and Nation, 

Thefe Papers are now of a Number fit to 
Bind, and will make a {mall Molume. And I 
will not Promife to Continue them to ano- 
ther Century. But will be at Liberty to give 
over, when I have Perfected fome few things 
I have behind, and which I have Promis’d, 
as tothe Rights, and other Matters. And I 
think { can make the. Cafe of our Diffenteers 


yet more Plain, if that will help to open~ 


their Eyes I have fhew’d them how they 
ftand ‘Condemn’d and Cenfur'd by the Reform’d 
Churches Abroad, and Even by their Dear 
Brethren in Scotland. 1 can thew them like- 
wife, That they are fo Condem’d by the molt 
Learned and Pious of their own Leaders in 
England, in moft or all of the Pretences they 
have fet up for their Separation. And laftly, 
That the Generality of them have given them 
All up, now Lately among Us. And then I 
think they will have nothing left to fay. 


(2.) Country-m. You have given me Warn- 
ing, Maffer, to Provide for my felf- But 
with fome little Re/pite, that I may ask you 
afew Queffions yet before we Part. I defire 
therefore, That I may chufe the Subjett of 
this Days Converfation. And it fhall be a fore 
of a Summing up what you have faid Alrea- 
dy. Your great Subject has been againft Re- 
belion, to Banifh that Curfed Spirit from 
among Us, if you can. And I had a Que- 


_ ftion put to me Wother Day, in which I fhall 


want fome of your Help co get Handfom- 
ly through it. I will firft tell you what I 
Axfwer'd, and then Defire your Thoughts 
upon it. . 

The Queftion was, Why Rebellion was call’d 
Witch-Craft in the Holy Scriptures? And | 
anfwer’d Sluntly, becaufe is was the Jn/pi- 
ration of the Devil, who wasthe firft Rebel ; 
And that all Rebels were Sons of Belial (as 
they are Call’d in Scripture) and in League 


_ With him. They faid I was a Afr fellow, 


and had no Moderation! What {aid I, Adode. 
ration to the Devil! Is this YOUR Moderation ? 

Rehearf. If you had faid, That ther was no 
fuch thing as Rebellion, that no King ever was 
Depos’d, as 1 have Quoted from the Obferva- 
tor inmy Nam. 88. And that whenever Sub- 
jets took Arms againpft their Prince, it was 
by the Iu/piration of God, as 1 have Quoted 
from De Foe in my Num, 25. Then they 
wou'd have Prais’d your Moderation ! 

Country-m, This weu’d have put the Witch. 
Craft of Rebellion upoa God! And is not this 
to make God to be the Devil, or the Devil 
to be God! How Jultly have you made this 
a Blafphemy againft the Holy Ghof, in your 
Nam. 92 | 


(3.) Rebearf. Well, but ther is another 
Notion of Witch-Craft thefe Men will 
more Eafily Underftand. And that is, when 
one do’s a very Foolifh thing, that is common 
to fay, Were you Bewitch’d that you fhou’d 
do fo and fo? Now I think that Rebellion may 
be call’d Witch-Craft upon this Account too, 
for the Exceeding Great Folly of it, fuch as 
we Cannot well fuppofe fhou’d befall People 
in their Senfes ! 

Country-m. lf you Cou’d make this out, 
Mafter, it wou’d go further with thefe Men, 
than all the Scriptures and Authorities in the 
World. For People when they are upon Re- 
belling,. commonly. think, themfelves to be 
A@ting the Wi/eft Part that can be! Nay, 
they fay itis even Neceffary, to Preferve their 
Lives, Liberties and Properties! Sach Pretences 
are always found for Rebellion. 

Rehearf. My Point is not now what Defigns 
particular Adanagers may have in View, who 
may Hope to Grafp the Power into their own 
Hands. Tho’they often come fhort Home 
too, and their Heels are Tript up by others, 
who have the fame Defigns for Themfelves. 
Asis feen in all fuch Popular Commotions, when 
the Government is once Un-hing’d. But my 
bufinefs is with the People, what Intereft they 
have in Rebelling. : 

Country-m. Ay, that is the Point, Ms/ter. 
For ther is no Rebelling without the People. 
It is they muft Fight, whoever Gains the Prize. 
And if they faw they were to get nothing 
but Blows by the Bargain, the Devil wou’d 
have all thefe Pojiticiansand Incendiaries before 








| ever they cou’d Spirit up the People to Rebell. 
(4-) 























































(4.) Rebearf 1 fuppofe it is plain to you, 
aa I ot you Kam, 198. That whoever 
gets the Day, the Government can never come 
into the Hands of the People. But the Pre- 
vailing Party takes it up, and then the People 
muft be Govern’d by them, as they think fit. 

Conntry-m, Bat they make Us fuch fair 
Promifes before hand. ; 

Rebearf. But when do they keep them! 
Thefe are like the Promifes in Wooimg. All 
forgot, aS foon as the A4atrimonial Knot is 
Ty’d. Then he that was Servant is Majfer, 
and fhe that was Aiffre/s Promifes to Obey. 
And fhe knew well enough, That this wou’d 
be the End of all the Cawtfhip. And mutt 
not the People take new Oashs of Allegeance to 
their Deliverers? Do they not know this be- 
fore hand? So that all the Difference to the 
People is the Change of Adafters. 


(5.) Conntry-m, Well, and is * not this 
Enough? To have a Good King inftead of a 
Bad one. 

Rehearf. But it do’s not always Prove fo. 
The Sicilians (as Plutarch tells Us in the Life 
of Timoleon) With’d for their Old Tyrants 
again inftead of their New Deliverers. And 
what Country upon the Face of the Earth has 
not had the like Experience ? The Saxons came 
over hither at firft as Deliverers. But how 
foon did the poor People Repent that Deli- 
verance! We had Deliverers too from the Ty- 
ranny of K.- Char. 1. Oliver was a Protector 
and Deliverer! And thefe 3 Nations wereal- 
molt Drown’d in their own Blood, and were 
Deliver’d of more Money, in a few Years, 
than had been Rais’d by all their Kings from 
William the Conqueror put together. Now 
tel] me, is it not a Piece of Witch-Craft for 
People to be Fond of fuch Deliverances! And 
ther are too many among us who think that 
Oliver’s were Bileffed Days, and wifh for the 
Like again! Are not thefe People literally 
Bemtch’d, who with for their own Ruin! 
And {ce it not when itis upon them! And 
all this, to be Deliver’d from a Bad King, of 
whom it may be truly faid, That feldom 
comes a Better, in this manner of Changing. 


(6.) Country-m. But it is not only from 
Bad Kings that we.Change, but from Good 
ones. I remember you told me before, That 
after K. Char. 1. was Murder’d, and the Peo- 
ple began then to fee that he had been very 
Good, ther was an Argument fet up againft him 
for That. Wherein it was Prov’d, that Good 
Witches, as they call them, who pretend to 
Cure and do Good, are more A4ifchievous than 
the Bad Witches who Kill and Deftroy. And 
fo of Kings, that the Better the Worfe, the 
more Apt to Chewce the People of their Liberties. 

Rehearf. And is the Witcl.-craft the Lefs for 
this! What will become of thofe People, | 
whom neither Good nor Bad Kings will Pleafe ? 

Country-m. Why, they muft have none at 
all. As the Athenians wou’d have no more 
Kings after Codrus, left they fhou’d not get 


ther not fomething that looks like W; 
in al] this ? 

(7.) Country-m. Well, but we are not wn 
der that Witchery. For we find not fauir ge 
our Kings becaufe they are Good, but bec 
they are not fo. And therefor we cj 
them. 

Rehearf. But how many Good Kings hayg 
been Adi/-Reprefented to the People, by Cunp;,, 
and Defigning Men, and made'as Black as 4,13 







who was the fartheft from Both of any x;,, 
that ever fat upon the Exgli/h Throne. Mf; 
and David, and Selomon were {fo M€if-Reprefen, 
ted tothe People, that they were Perfuaded tg 
Rife up in feveral Rebelions againft them. 

Ard obferve it through all Avffories, the 
Beft Kings have been worft us’d by the People, 
Rugged Kings will not be fo Eafily Depoyg 
But Adild Princes will give way, and are more 
Eafily Zmpos’d upon. 

(8.) But I Infift not upon this. Let King 
be as Bad as they are call’d.» And then the 
Queftion will be this, Whether the Change of 
one King for Another, for which People have 
fo often Xebel’d, was Ever worth the Expence? 
And let us begin at Home. What was it to 
the People of England, whether Rich. U1, or Hen, 
IV. were upon the Throne? Was the Difference 
betwixe thefe Tmo worth an Hundred Years 
Civil-War, with more Expence of Blood and 
Treafure than it had Coft the Nation in Twice 
Conquering of France? And if, upon the Com. 
parifon it will Appear, That it was not Ty 
Pence to the People, which of thefe Tivo had the 
Crown; What leis than Witch-Craft cou’d ite 
in the People to Rebed for this, to Plunder and 
Deftroy one another, and Cut Throats for at 


thing in the World, that was ot {io-Peme 
Concern to the People! But the Diske of Lam 
cafter having a Mind to the Crown, he Spirited 
up the People toJoin with him—And, O, what 
a fine Keng he wou’d make! 


Civil War wou'd have Jafted fo long. 

Rebearf. What if it had lafted but a Day ? Was it 
worth the Peoples while, to have Kil’d one another, 
but for one Day ? 

(9.) But here again is another Witch-Craft of Rebellion, 
That it takes away Peoples Senjés, and will not let them 
fee the Plain Confequence of things, which they can fee 
in any other Cale. For who Cou’d have Imagin’d that 
the Royal Houfe of York wou'd Quietly and Tamely faffer 
the Houle of Lancafter to Enjoy their Right to the 
Crown? And who might not have fore-feen, That the 
Royal Caufe, tho’ over-born at Heme, might not find 
Support Abroad? When no Greater perfon than a 
Dutchefs Dowoger of Burgundy cou’d fet up a Perkin a- 
gainft K. Hen. VII. and put him to the Hazard of-his 
Life aud Crown, that is, toa Battle for it. And notwith- 
ftanding many Victories, yet this Conseft cou'd never ceafe 
till the Right Line was Reftor’d. So that the Witch-Craft 


rities. As did that of the Ten Tribes, till it Rooted them 
off the face of the Earth, even untill this Day. And 
was the Difference betwixt Reboboam and Feroboam 
worth all this ? For that was all the Caufe of the Breach, 
that the Jen Tribes wou'd have laid afide Rehoboam the 
true Heir, and fet up Feroboam of their own Choofing. 
And they do not always Choofe the Beft, Of thé 29 
Kings of Zrael whom they ,Chofe ther was not One 
Goud, , 





another fo Good. 

Rehearf. An Excellent Reafon! And they | 
came afterwards to have 30 Tyrants, inftead | 
of one very Good King. ‘They turn’d them- | 
felves into a Common-Wealth, and became a | 
Scene of Terrible Confufion and Bloodfhed. \s | 


Wou'd Adjalom or Sheba have made fo mucha Bet: 
ter King than David, or Dathan than Mofes as to be 
Worth all the Blood fhed in thefe RebcUiexs ? 

Country-m. Witch-Craft! Witch-Craft?! ic is all Witcb- 
Craft, as well of Folly and Madnefs in the People, as of 
Rebellion againft God! 








London Ptinted and Sold by the Bookfellers of London and Welfminfier. 1707. 
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K. Char. 1. was made a Papijf, and a Tyrant, 


Country-m. But the People did not fore-fee that the — 


of Rebellion may be Entail’'d, and Deicend to our Pofte- ' 
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